COPYRIGHT BASICS




What Is Copyright ?
e

Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the
United States (title 17, U. S. Code) to the authors of “original

works of authorship,” including literary, dramatic, musical,
artistic, and certain other intellectual works. This protection is
available to both published and unpublished works.




What works are protected?

musical works, dramatic works,

including any including any

accompanying accompanying
words music

literary works

pantomimes and pictorial, graphic, motion pictures
choreographic and sculptural and other
works works audiovisual works




What works are protected?

pictorial, graphic, motion pictures
and sculptural and other sound recordings
works audiovisual works

architectural architectural
works works

These categories should be viewed broadly. For example, computer programs and most
“compilations” may be registered as “literary works”; maps and architectural plans may be
registered as “pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works.”




So what is not protected?

U.S. Code TITLE 17 CHAPTER 1 § 102

“In no case does copyright protection for an original work of
authorship extend to any idea, procedure, process, system, method

of operation, concept, principle, or discovery, regardless of the
form in which it is described, explained, illustrated, or embodied in
such work.”

* In other words, copyright applies only to the specific execution of an
idea, not the idea itself.

* Processes, systems, etc may be covered by different principles
(generally trademarks or patents)




So what is not protected?

Works that lack originality

* logical, comprehensive compilations (like the phone book)
*+ unoriginal reprints of public domain works

Works in the public domain

US Government works
|

Ideas, processes, methods, and systems described in copyrighted works

NP
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Freeware /open source software
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Public Domain
[

= Public Domain

* works that don’t fall under copyright protection
may be used freely

* When do works fall into the public domain?
* http://www.librarycopyright.net /diqitalslider/
* http://www.unc.edu/~unclng /public-d.htm




Fair use

Copyrighted works can sometimes be used

without permission:

* Criticism
* Parody
* Educational Use







