WHAT IS INFORMATIONZ?




Data come in the

form of raw

observation and

measurements

Knowledge is
created by
putting
information into
action

Information is
created by
analyzing
relationships and
connections
between the
data

Wisdom-created
through use of
knowledge,
communication of
users, and by
reflection




What is information?
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Lots of definitions
The communication or reception of
knowledge or intelligence

A signal or character (as in a
communication system or computer)
representing data

So, information can be defined in lots of ways. Most commonly it refers to that which
we have experienced, either by observing or education.



What is information?
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So what do all these have in common?2

Reducing uncertainty

This just means that when you absorb data (all the little bits and pieces), it turns into
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Information Types

Information can be classified according to type:

_
mm Objective vs. subjective

Keep in mind these are not the only ways information can be classified. Many
scholars and experts in the field have spent a lot of time trying to figure out the best
way to classify types if information. These types are the easiest to wrap your head

around and fit the needs of this course.



Fact/Opinion
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* Knowledge or information based on real occurrences

* Something demonstrated to exist or known to have
existed

* A belief or conclusion held with confidence but not

substantiated by positive knowledge or proof
* Different from legal or medical opinion




Objective /Subijective
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* Observable
* Factual

* Measureable
* Describable

Bl Subjective

* Personal belief
* Opinion

* Judgement

¢ Assumption




mm Primary information

Primary/ Secondary
]

Primary sources are original materials on which other research
is based

They are usually the first formal appearance of results in the
print or electronic literature (for example, the first publication
of the results of scientific investigations is a primary source.)
They present information in its original form, neither
interpreted nor condensed nor evaluated by other writers.
They are from the time period (for example, something written
close to when what it is recording happened is likely to be a
primary source.)

Primary sources present original thinking, report on discoveries,
or share new information.

http://library.albany.edu/usered/basics/primary.html







